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Five steps have been propsoed make it transperent and policticallly participatory

PRS II : Poverty Reduction Target Questionable 
Dhaka 22nd October 2009 : Today in a press conferfence EquityBD, a network of civil so society and NGOs, raised concern on mismatch of poverty reduction target, GDP growth and resource allocation. They also proposed to translate the document in Bangla and urged the government to discuss this national strategy in parliamentary, with the political parties and in district levels. The press conference titled “ Is PRS II politically pro poor : PRS II a document of business as usual” was moderated by Mostafa Kamal Akanda, while key presentation was given by Rezaul Karim Chowdhury, complemented by Md. Shamsuddoha, Sayed Aminul Haque and Dr. Sohel Iqbal. 

Syed Amimul Haque said that, while Awami League manifesto and PRS II stated its objective to reduce poverty by half by 2013 with the projected GDP growth 5.5 to 5.9 in next three years. The projected poverty reduction target is so ambitious which is annually 4 percent while the existing trend is 1.5 percent only. Besides achievement of said poverty reduction target would require projected poverty reduction target would require GDP growth of 8 % annually, which seems hardly possible. Rezaul Karim Chowdhury mentioned that in respect of resource mobilization, PRS II is unrealistically ambitious. The target of mobilizing approximately $ 16 billion deficits in three year period is not a realistic target as currently government is getting only 1 to 1.3 billion foreign assistance and 0.8 billion Foreign Direct Investment annually. Expecting the external resource annually which is six times more than the present trend is unrealistic especially while still developed countries are suffering economic crisis. He also mentioned that country might be in debt trap of per capita $ 205, 30 % annual debt servicing in annual revenue expenditure by the year 2012, as the government looking for mega projects like metro lane, Padma Bridge, deep sea port and nuclear power plant. In this relation they urged government to make all foreign loan negotiation transparent to public and with the approval of parliament. EquityBD mentioned some conditions in this regard to make foreign loan as sovereign, democratic and responsible finance which should be made as constitutional obligation. 

Md. Shamsuddoha has raised question on present rhetoric and real policy in respect of agriculture in PRS II. He mentioned the PRS II outlined measures of attaining country’ food security through commercialization, privatization of agriculture and irrigation, and in some places it has mentioned to downsize BADC and BCIC, which is contradictory to the government “one house and one farm” policy. He argued government to mould the policy to attain food self sufficiency on priority basis, as it is related to national sovereignty. Md. Shamsuddoha also raised concern on government’s climate adaptation in the PRS II . Almost all the measures of climate change adaptation as outlined in the PRS are mere disaster risk reduction measure. 

Dr. Sohel Iqbal of the group has mentioned that PRS II objectives in respect of local government and ICT are also contradictory on what government is doing in those two respect. According to the policy paper, local governments will have direct access to donor or foreign loan which might create another step to put the country in debt trap. While government looking for digital Bangladesh then government should have analysis how “digital divide” is taking place. 

Sparkers in the press conference praised government’s step for placing the document for parliamentary discussion and declaration that they will go for five year plan after next two years. Speakers urged government to consider poverty reduction as a political mobilization. At the end of press conference EquityBD convening committee members thanks all the participants.
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